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CONFIDENTIAL VIENNA 07065 

CORRECTEDC OPY (TEXT PARAS 3 AND 4) 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS USDEL SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, XF, EG 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN DEMARCHE ON MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS 

1 . DCM MET WITH MFA SECRETARY GENERAL REITBAUER AT LATTER'S 
REQUEST AUGUST 4 TO RECEIVE SUBSTANCE OF DEMARCHE ON 
MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS WHICH HAD BEEN PRESENTED BY 
EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAHR ON AUGUST 1. 
REITBAUER SAID THAT EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR HAD MADE IT CLEAR 
HE WAS SPEAKING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS AND HAD REQUESTED GOA'S 
"GOOD OFFICES" IN CONVEYING EGYPTIAN VIEWS TO U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT. FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD NORMALLY HAVE ACCOMPLISHED 
THIS WITH AMBASSADOR WOLF, REITBAUER SAID, BUT SINCE BOTH 
WERE AWAY FROM VIENNA, DCM/SECGEN MEETING SERVED AS SUBSTI- 
TUTE. 

2. REITBAUER SAID THAT GOA WAS CONVEYING EGYPTIAN VIEWS 
WITH "DUE SENSE OF MODESTY" SINCE IT WAS "SURE WE ARE 
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COMPLETELY AWARE"OF ALL FACTORS BEARING ON CURRENT STATUS 
OF MIDEAST NEGOTIATING EFFORT. REITBAUER SAID HE WISHED 
TO STRESS, HOWEVER, THAT EGYPTIANS ARE "VERY CONCERNED" 

ABOUT SITUATION IN MIDDLE EAST AND ARE CONVINCED THAT 
"SOMETHING MUST BE DONE" IN AN INCREASINGLY "RISKY" EN- 
VIRONMENT. (REFERENCES WERE MADE IN THIS CONTEXT TO 
LEBANON, PLO/IRAQI FLAREUP, AND HORN OF AFRICA.) REITBAUER 
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ADDED THAT EGYPT WANTS USG TO PLAY "MORE ACTIVE ROLE" IN 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND SPECIFICALLY TO SERVE AS "FULL PARTNER" 
RATHER THAN "MEDIATOR." ACCORDING TO REITBAUER. EGYPTIAN 
AMBASSADOR AVERRED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT DISCLAIMED ANY 
INTENT TO HAVE U.S. "IMPOSE” A SETTLEMENT ON ISRAEL. 

3. REITBAUER PRESENTED DCM WITH GERMAN-LANGUAGE COPY DF 
EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR'S AUGUST 1 DEMARCHE. FOLLOWING IS 
INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF TEXT: 

QUOTE 

- A "COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT" IS DESIRED BY THE EGYPTIAN 
SIDE. 

- THE PLAN OFFERED BY EGYPT AT LEEDS DEALS IN PARTICULAR 
WITH THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANS AND DEMANDS THE DEPAR- 
TURE (ABZUG) OF ISRAEL FROM THE WEST BANK AND GAZA. 

EGYPT REGARDS THE BORDERS THUS RESULTING AS THE HISTORICAL 
ONES. 

- EGYPT IS PREPARED TO GIVE ISRAEL ALL SECURITY CONCES- 
SIONS; ISRAEL'S DEMANDS FOR SECURITY COULD, HOWEVER, IN NO 
CASE BE BOUND TO TERRITORIAL PROMISES (ZUSAGEN). 

- THE ACHIEVING OF PEACE WOULD OFFER ISRAEL EVERY 
GUARANTEE TO LIVE WITHIN ITS BORDERS WITH GOOD NEIGHBORS. 
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- EGYPT WILL NOT CEASE TO PUSH ON WITH ITS PEACE EFFORTS. 
HOWEVER, FURTHER CONTACTS MUST NOT ENTAIL LOST TIME. ISRAEL 
IS USING THE CONTACTS IN ORDER TO OCCUPY FOREIGN TERRITORY. 
MOREOVER, FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN HAS ALSO DECLARED IN 
NEGOTIATIONS THAT THERE WILL BE NO SETTLEMENT FOR ISRAEL 
WITHOUT TERRITORIAL PROMISES. 

- THE PRESENT ISRAELI GOVERNMENT POLICY, AND THE POLICY 
OF PRIME MINISTER BEGIN IN PARTICULAR, IS STRICTLY REJECTED 
BY EGYPT. THIS IS TRUE WITH RESPECT TO THE TERRITORIAL 
QUESTION, BUT ALSO WITH RESPECT TO THE CONDUCT OF THE NEGO- 
TIATIONS; PRIME MINISTER BEGIN HAS A "COMMERCIAL APPROACH" 

- THUS, HE REPRESENTED AS A NEW INITIATIVE SADAT'S 
PROPOSAL TO WEIZMAN TO HOLD A MEETING IN EL ARISH. THE 
ISRAELI PRESS PRODUCES RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN ISRAELI WITH- 
DRAWAL AND THE ASSOCIATED ENDANGERING OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

IN CONCLUSION, THE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED THE 
OPINION THAT BECAUSE OF THE BEGIN POLICY THE SITUATION IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST WAS APPROACHING A DANGEROUSPOINT, AS IT 
EXISTED AT THE TIME WHEN PRESIDENT SADAT RECALLED FOREIGN 
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MINISTER KAMEL FROM THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE. ANY READINESS 
TO COMPROMISE REGARDING TERRITORY IS EXCLUDED. END QUOTE 

4. IN RESPONSE TO DCM'S QUERY. REITBAUER SAID EGYPTIAN 
AMBASSADOR HAD GIVEN NO INDICATION AS TO WHETHER HIS 
DEMARCHE WAS BEING REPEATED IN OTHER CAPITALS. REITBAUER 
WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF THIS WERE THE CASE, HOWEVER, AS 
PART OF EGYPTIAN EFFORT TO APPLY MODICUM OF DIPLOMATIC 
HEAT TO AMERICAN FEET ON EVE OF SECRETARY VANCE S TRIP TO 
MIDDLE EAST. REITBAUER VOLUNTEERED INFORMATION THAT 
EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR HAD ASKED GOA TO INFORM "OTHER EUROPEAN 
GOVERNMENTS" OF AUGUST 1 APPROACH, BUT THAT GOA HAS NOT YET 
DONE SO. 
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5. COMMENT. IF EGYPTIANS WERE HOPING TO GET GOA TO 
REINFORCE DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE ON U.S., LOW-KEY DIFFIDENCE 

OF SECRETARY GENERAL'S PRESENTATION WOULD INDICATE NO LARGE 
MEASURE OF SUCCESS. WOLF 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED USDEL SECRETARY. 
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